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Belden Morse, owner of The Steeple People
in Machias, Maine, never expected to become a
Steeplejack or a restorer of historic buildings. In
fact, he wasn’t sure what the future would hold
for him.

Belden has Dyslexia, a neurological disorder

which interferes with the acquisition and pro-
cessing of language. He was essentially pushed
through school because teachers years ago in
small rural schools didn’t have the time or train-
ing to deal with this special problem. Most kids
like Belden were not considered very smart, when
in fact, the opposite was usually true.

People with dyslexia have a larger right-hemi-
sphere in their brains, and often have significant
strengths in areas controlled by the right-side of
the brain, such as athletic, artistic, and mechan-
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ical gifts, also the ability to visualize in 3-D, cre-
ative problem solving skills, musical talent, and
highly intuitive people skills.

Living in a coastal area, he dug clams for a liv-
ing, and occasionally helped his dad, who was
a lobster fisherman. Belden was very industri-
ous, but unsure of what the future would hold
for him, until one day a local painter asked him
for help with the Mormon Church in Jonesport,
Maine.

“Apparently, he was scared of heights,” said
Belden. “So I didn’t think too much of it - it
seemed easy and took only about 20 hours to
complete the job, working with him after clam
tides.” When the job was finished the painter
handed Belden $1,000 for his time. In those
days, clams were fetching only $4.25 for a bush-
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built by shipwrights, and standing on top of a
steeple and looking out upon the ocean is much — ARN S
like riding on a ship in the sky. A R N
Climbing high amongst these old spires is awe Gifts, Collectables, Jewelry, Coins and much More

inspiring, and like on the old sailing ships, much
of the equipment he uses is reminiscent of the QUILTING SUPPLIES, FABRIC, NOTIONS

Boson’s chairs used when schooners plied the 91 Main St. Sangerville, ME 04479
coastal waterways, and sailors needed to get high —~~—876 ¢ 1112—
up into the rigging and on top of the masts.
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